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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


Defect notices 


A new regulation from Transportation Dept.’s Na- 
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration requires 
motor vehicle & tire manufacturers to provide compre- 
hensive information to owners of potentially defective 
cars & equipment starting March 26. 


NHTSA said that many defect notification campaigns 
in the past have had an alarmingly low rate of correc- 
tion. Apparently, many notifications from manufacturers 
have tended to de-emphasize safety aspects. The new 
regulation will set standards so that all car owners en- 
titled by law to receive notifications (first purchasers 
and warranty holders) will be properly informed of de- 
fects & their importance. 


The regulation requires that 

@ Each notice begin with a statement that it is be- 
ing sent as a requirement of the National Traffic & Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act & that a safety defect or a noncom- 
pliance with a safety standard exists in the owner’s car. 

@ The manufacturer must describe the defect, evalu- 
ate its safety risk & specify the remedy. The manufac- 
turer must also state if repair is free of charge by his 
dealers, make an offer to pay for the repair or refuse 
to pay for the repair. He must also state if an accident 
may be the potential result; if so he must state the warn- 
ing signs. Even if an accident is not likely, the manu- 
facturer must indicate what might happen should the 
defect remain uncorrected. 

@ When dealers repair a defective car free, the notice 
must include a description of the work involved, the manu- 
facturer’s estimate of when each dealer will have repair 
parts & how much time is needed to repair the defect. 
When repairs are not to be made free by dealers, the 
notice must contain a list of needed parts & their cost 
& complete repair instructions. Labor cost estimates will 
not be included; instead the estimated repair time must 
be given. 

@ The notice cannot state or imply that the problem 
is not a defect, that it does not relate to motor vehicle 
safety or that the manufacturer disagrees with NHTSA’s 
evaluation. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 23, 1972, page 2215; May 
17, 1972, page 9783; CONSUMER REGISTER: June 15, 1972. 


Accelerator control 


New standards to prevent accidents caused by engine 
overspeed resulting from defective accelerator controls will 
be effective Sept. 1, 1973. 


The rule set by Transportation Dept.’s National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration specifies that motor 
vehicles must have 2 methods of automatically returning 
the throttle to the idle position in case one of the 
methods should become cut or disconnected. 


Maximum time allowable by the standard shall be 
one second for vehicles under 10,000 pounds & 2 seconds 


for heavier vehicles. If the outside air temperature is 
between 0° & —40° F, the maximum time is 3 seconds. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 31, page 2980; Sept. 23, 
1972, page 20033; CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 15, 1972. 


Veterans 


March 19 is deadline for comments on the proposal of 
the Veterans Administration concerning courses at junior 
& community colleges. 

The proposal would permit veterans attending schools 
offering “associate or higher degrees” to receive full value 
credit for nondegree courses in certain instances. At 
present, credit is limited to courses for “baccalaureat or 
higher degree.” 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 15, page 4522. Send com- 
ments to Administrator of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Ad- 
ministration, 810 Vermont Ave. NW, Washington, DC 
20420. 


Noise 


April 2 is deadline for submitting information to En- 
vironmental Protection Agency that can help the agency 
in formulating proposals to curb noise from railroads & 
motor carriers (such as trucks) traveling interstate. 


The proposals would implement the Noise Control 
Act of 1972, which seeks to reduce environmental noise 
pollution. EPA is requesting information from consumers 
& others so that a standards-setting proposal can be 
published by the July 27, 1973, date set by the act. 
Consumers are asked to state their views separately on 
railroads & motor carriers, particularly regarding: 

@ Identification, definition & classification on noise 
control schemes; 

@ Industry & governmental regulations & standards 
pertaining to noise emission; 

@ Industry & government measurement methods & 
enforcement procedures; 

@ Major noise sources; 

@ Technology & noise abatement techniques & their 
cost data; 

@ Data to assess safety factors & the impact on 
people. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 1, page 3086. Comments 
should use docket numbers ONAC 7201001 for railroad 
noise; ONAC 7202001 for motor carrier noise in writing 
to Office of Noise Abatement & Control, Environmental 
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. 


Blood banks 


Starting April 3, Food & Drug Administration will 
require all blood banks to register with its Bureau of 
Biologics. Registration will be required of any facility 
that collects, makes, prepares or processes human blood 
& blood products (such as plasma). 


FDA said that a complete registration of blood banks 





is required because many surveys have shown that the 
blood banking system has not been able to provide con- 
sumers with sufficient high quality, safe human blood and 
blood products. In addition, too little is known about 
the methods of the vast majority of manufacturers & dis- 
tributors. Blood bank registration will provide a com- 
prehensive survey of the nation’s blood delivery system 
as well as information for implementing current programs 
& standards to improve the system. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 31, 1973, page 2965. 


Safe solvents 


April 10 is deadline for comments on a Food & Drug 
Administration proposal that would require safety packag- 
ing for most liquid paint solvent preparations containing 
petroleum distillates & used around the home. 


These preparations include paint thinners, removers 
& brush cleaners. 


FDA says that accidental swallowing of these sub- 
stances or getting the substances in the lungs can seri- 
ously injure children. Data from the National Clearing- 
house for Poison Control Centers show that between 1968 
& 1970 children under 5 suffered 1,565 cases of swallowing 
these substances, 196 hospitalizations & 4 deaths. 


Manufacturers of hazardous paint solvents would have 


to sell their products in child-proof packaging approved by 
FDA. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 9, page 3989. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Health, Education & Welfare 
Dept., 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Safe samples 


April 10 is deadline for comments on a Food & Drug 
Administration proposal to set child protection packaging 
standards for samples of household products that are nor- 
mally delivered door-to-door. 


FDA has determined that many samples, such as 
detergents & other commonly used products, can be 
opened by children under 5 years & possibly cause in- 
jury if children swallow the substances. Thus, these 


samples are considered hazards under the Poison Preven- 
tion Act of 1970. 


Manufacturers would have to provide sample pack- 


ages for FDA approval so FDA can decide if require- 
ments of the act are met. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 9, page 3990. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Health, Education & Welfare 
Dept., 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Sweetpotatoes 


May 1 is deadline for comments on an Agriculture 


Dept. proposal to revise grade standards for canned sweet- 
potatoes. 


The proposal reflects recent changes in processing 
& marketing practices that can provide more consistent 
quality levels for color, flavor, odor & uniformity of size. 
Provisions of the proposal include 


@ Recognizing, for grading purposes, flavorings, 
spices, artificial sweeteners & such garnishes as pineapple 
& orange segments. 


@ Increasing for all container sizes the recommended 


minimum drained weights, which would mean more sweet- 
potatoes in a ¢an. 


& Allowing: processors to provide a more consistent 
amount of sweetpotatoes by use of the “fill weight 
method”—which permits them to measure & weigh the 
sweetpotato before adding packing liquid. 

@ Allowing cylindrical sections 2 inches long. 


@ Changing grade names from U.S. Grade A & C 
used now to A & B. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 2, page 3195. Send com- 


ments to Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washington, 
DC 20250. 


Driver exams 


May 4 is deadline for comments on a Transportation 
Dept. proposal that drivers of commercial motor vehicles in 
interstate commerce must pass a written (multiple-choice) 
examination about safety regulations. The new test would 


require a driver of a truck or bus to score at least 70 points 
to pass. 


Motor Carrier Safety Regulations require commer- 
cial drivers operating interstate to take a test to assure 
familiarity with safety regulations. The regulations are 
to promote highway safety. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 5, page 3364. Send 3 cop- 
ies of comments to Director, Motor Carrier Safety Bu- 
reau, Transportation Dept., Washington, DC 20590. Refer 
to docket number MC-46 & notice 73-51. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college & uni- 


versity libraries. 
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